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THE RESTORATION OF THE JEWS CONTEMPLATLE 
AND URGED. 





For if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shal) the receiving 
of them be, but life from the dead?—Rom. xi. 15. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE AMERICAN SOCIETY, 


In No. VIII we announced that the Board had contracted for 
500 acres of land on the margin of the Hudson river, directly 
opposite Hyde Park, in the township of New Paltz. Subse- 

uently to the contract, the land was surveyed at the joint ex- 
pense of the Board, and Mr. Dumont, the former owner; and a 
committee was appointed on the part of the Board to examine 
into the validity of the title, before the deed was executed, and 
the purchase money paid. On repairing to Kingston, this Com- 
mittee, after examming the public records, were induced to 
believe the title exceptionable. Since that we have carefully 
avoided saying any thing on the subject of the settlement. But 
as the question of title is now at rest, we feel bound to communi- 
cate to the Auxiliary Societies, and our subscribers, the proceed- 
ings of the parties which led to the result. 

As soon as the title was pronounced questionable by the Com- 
mittee of the Board, Charles H. Ruggles, Esq. of Kingston, 
Ulster county,as counsel and agent for John J. Dumont, offered 
to produce proofs of Mr. Dumont’s title to the land contracted 
for; and for that purpose communicated personally and by writing 
with the Board. In the course of this correspondence, he offered 
to submnit the matter to “‘ any respectable counsel in New-York.” 

Whereupon the Board, at their meeting, October 12th, 1827, 
adopted the following minute, viz : 

“* Resolved, That all statements on the part of Mr. Ruggles as 
counsel fur Mr. Dumont, and on the part of the Commitiee of 
this Board, (which committee is hereby discharged,) be now 
arrested. 

“Resolved, That as Mr. Ruggles, in a communication addres- 
sed to the Board this day, offers to submit the points in controver- 
sy as to the title, to “‘ any respectable counsel in this city, and to 
abide by the decision,” he declaring he is authorized by Mr. 
Dumont to make this offer, this Board agree to submit the 
question of the title to the property lately contracted for by this 


Board, with Mr. J. J. Dumont, to James Kent and Jonas Platt. 
wou. V. i1 
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lsqs. giving a similar pledge on our part with that given by 
Mr. J. J. Dumont, that the decision of the gentlemen aforesaid 
shall be final, and that if they declare the title invalid, Mr. J. J. 
Dumont will not further trouble this Board ; and that if the 'y de- 
clare the title good, our Treasurer be forthwith directed to pay 
to J. J. Dumont the sum of $500. He giving a Deed in con- 
formity with the decision of the said Kent and Platt, 

* Resolved, That Dr. S. N. Rowan and G. Wilson, Esq. be a 
Committee to superintend this business. 

* Resolved, ‘That the counsel of Mr. Dumont be required to 
enter into an agreement to defiay all the expenses that may 
accrue in consequence of the reference and examination of title.’ 

Under date of October 12th, we find the following Repor 
from the aforesaid Committee, viz: 

“The Committee appointed to “ superintend the reference to 
Messrs. Kent and Platt of the title of J. J. Dumont, to the pro- 
perty lately contracted for by this Board in the town of New 
Paltz, Re port, ‘That those gentlemen have agreed to be refe- 
rees in this case; that Mr. Ruggles, as counsel for Mr. Dumont, 
has agreed to the reference ; that your Committee are ready to 
submit objections to the title on the part of the Board, and that 
they only wait the assumption of the costs which may accrue 
in this reference, by Mr. Dumont or his counsel ; and their plea 
for the title in question; to submit the whole case to Messrs. 


Kent and Platt, conformably to the resolution of this Board. 
“ STEPHEN N. ROWAN, Chairman. 


New-York, October 23d, 182 

The above report was “accepted, and on motion Resolved, 
That when this Board adjourn, they adjourn subject to the call 
of said Committee. 

The subsequent attendance of Mr. Ruggles at the Supreme 
Court in Albany, preve ‘nted him from preparing the chain of 
title to the property for the reference, until the 26th of Novem- 
ber. On the 27th, the regular meeting of the Board, the Com- 
mittee further reported, as follows, viz : 

“ The Committee, &c. further re port that Mr. Ruggles, as agent 
for Mr. Dumont, has agreed to pay the costs which may accrue 
in the reference of title, to Messrs. Kent and Platt, and that the 
Committee, on their part, submitted to Messrs. Kent and Platt 
the report of the former Committee, on the subject of the title 
to the farm in question, and documents accompanying the same; 
and on the part of Mr. Dumont, the evidences of his title to the 
farm in question was submitted with the argument of Mr. Du- 
mont’s counsel in support of his title, which last (the argument) 
was objected to by one of your Committee, approved of by 
the other, and received by Messrs. Kent and Platt. As an early 
pinion will be obtained from those gentlemen, your Committee 











lsrael’s Advocate. 103 
request that when the Board adjourn, they will adjourn at the 
call of your Committee.” 

The same Committee called the Board together on Saturday, 
December Ist, and submitted the following, as the result ot 
the meeting of the referees, viz :-— 


AWARD OF JAMES KENT AND JONAS PLATT, Es 


T’o all persons to whom these presents shall come—II a the 
American Society for meliorating the condition of the Jews, by 
a resolution ef the Board of Managers of the Society, and John 
J. Dumont, of Ulster county, by Charles H. Ruggles, his attorney , 
and by him for that purpose duly authorized, agreed to subinit 
to us, James Kent and Jonas Platt, of the city of New-York, the 
question as to the title of the said Jobn J. Dumont toa tract of 
land in lot No. nine in the New Paltz Patent, estimated to con- 
tain five hundred acres, and designated by red lines on a map of 
the said lot, showing the purchase of the said tract of land by 
the said Society, and which map is signed by David H. Burr and 
A. M. Hoffman. Vow, therefore, know YE, 'That we, the said 
James Kent and Jonas Platt, having taken upon ourselves the 
burden of the said submission, and having been attended by the 
said Charles H. Ruggles in behalf of the said John J. Dumont, 
and by George Wilson and the Reverend Doctor Rowan in behalf 
of the said Society, and all the papers and documents in respect 
to the title of the said John J. Dumont to the said tract of land; 
and all the objections made on the part of the said Society, and 
replies to them onthe part of the said John J. Dumont, being 
submitted to us and duly perused and considered, we do here- 
by adjudge, declare, and award, that the title of the said John J. 
Dumont to the said tract of land, so designated by red or co- 
loured lines on the said map, and said to contain five hundred 
acres, is good and valid in law. In witness whereof, we have 
hereunto set our hands and seals this thirtieth day of November, 
in the year one thousand eight huadred and twenty-seven. 

JAMES KEN’, 
JONAS PLATT. 

Whereupon, Resolved, That the said Report be accepted and 
adopted. 

To show the good faith of the Board, and at the same time 
their punctilious caution in preventing imposition upon a public 
Charity, we add the following resolutions of the Board at the 
same meeting. 

“* Whereas the Board did, by a resolution of October 12th, au- 
thorize the Treasurer to pay to John J. Dumont, $6,500 on the 
receipt of the award of the referees, declaring his title to the 
land contracted for, good; and whereas, such award is now ob- 
tained, Resolved, That any further resolution authorizi: me th 
Treasurer to pay Mr. Dumont is unnecessary. 
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“ Resolved, ‘That Dr. Rowan and George Wilson, Esq. be a 
committee to ascertain whether there are any incumbrances on 
the said property, in Ulster county, or elsewhere; and to sec 
that the Deed is properly recorded.” 

The whole affair is now adjusted amicably and satisfactorily 
between the Board and Mr. Dumont, and we anticipate prompt 
and efficient measures on the part of the Board to make their 
settlement available to the melioration of the condition of the 
Jews, of which due notice will be given. And inasmuch as some 
who were opposed to the purchase of the afvresaid 50U acres of 
band, on the ground that the Committee who had contracted for 
it, had been imposed on as to tts vaLur 5; we, in order to satisfy 
our auxiliaries and the Christian public on this point, sub- 
join the fullowing communications. ‘The first is from a respect- 
able clergyman of the Methodist Episeopal Church, in the 
vicinity, and is as follows, viz : 
New Paltz, Oct 6th, 1827. 

Unknown Friends—I am informed that you have recently 
contracted with Mr. John J. Dumont, fora tract of land for the 
settlement of the Christian Jews, and since -the contract you 
have received information that the property was not worth the 
money that you was to give for it. I think the information is 
not correct. However candid your informer may be, he has bor- 
rowed his information from some other person unknown to me. 
I am personally acquajnted with the property, and can say that 
in my judgment it is the cheapest property that can be pur- 
chased in this part of the country. 

Yours respectfully, 
JAMES EDMONDS. 
tev. S. N. Roway. 

The second is from respectable and disinterested landholders 
in the same neighbourhood, and is as follows, viz :— 


Cas. H. Ruaeies, Esq. 

Sir—In answer to your inquiry with respect to the value of 
the tract of land sold by Mr. John J. Dumont, to the American 
Society for meliorating the condition of the Jews, we give it 
as our opinions, being acquainted with the land, that the same 
is of the full value of Six Thousand Five Hundred Dollars, and 
that the said property, according to the market value of land in 
this neighbourhood, is cheap at that price. 

New Paltz, Oct. Ist, 1827. 


CHS. KIELLIN, JOHN I, DEYO, 
JOHN HAMMOND, JAMES EDMONDS, 
PETER R. DECKER, M. HART, M.D. 
JOHN BEAUR, JUN. SAMUEL ELMORE, 
ABRM. VAN KEWREN, JAMES S. ELMORE. 


ABNER MILLER. 
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Crartes H. Rucates, Esq. 


Sir—TI concur in the within opinion, and freely add, that in my 
judgment, the land sold by Mr. Dumont to the Society, i is fully 
worth seven thousand five hundred dollars in cash. 

JOHN BEAVER, 


From the New-York Observer and Chronicle. 


WHAT A BLIND MAN CAN DO. 


A blind man in Newport, R. I. learning from the Missionary 
Herald, that a gentleman of Dorchester, Mass. had collected for 
the American Board the sum of ten dollars, by lending a book 
on the “ Superstitions ef India,” was excited by love for Christ 
to make a similar effort. Having several copies of ‘ Israel’s 
Advocate,” and some of the Reports of the American Jews’ 
Society, he carried them from house to house, requiring each 
person who received a copy to pay him, on calling for it within 
four days, one cent for its use, (or more if disposed.) If the 
pamphlet was retained more than four days, and returned within 
a week, two cents were paid ; and at the same rate in proportion 
to the time of retaining it. He has thus collected thirteen dollars 
for the American Jews’ Society. By circulating in the same man- 
ner the first six numbers of ‘‘ The Tract Magazine,” and an 
Annual Report of the American Tract Society, he obtained 
also three dollars for that institution. 

We here see a poor man who could only feel bis way from 
door to door, doing more for the cause of Christ, than thou- 
sands whom He has blessed with all the privileges and delights 
of vision. Will not others be excited, from this simple story, to 
go and do likewise ? 


NINETEENTH REPORT 
Of the London Society for promoting Christianity amongst the Jews, read at 
the Annual Meeting, May 4, 1827. 


(Continued from page 160.) 


In compliance with the wishes of himself and his brother Mis- 
sionaries, Mr. M’Caul has been requested to visit this country as 
soon as possible, i in order that your Committee may have an 
opportunity of conferring with him on this, and other subjects, 
intimately connected with the future prospects of the Polish 
Mission. 

Mr. Becker has been principally associated with Mr. M’Caul 
in his labours at Warsaw 
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Messrs. Wendt and Hoff continue to occupy their former station 
at Petrikaw, occasionally taking a Missionary tour through the 
principal towns in the neighbourhood, where Jews reside in such 
numbers as to excite the undissembled regret of your Commit- 
tee, that they are not able to send forth a larger company of 
zealous and faithful Missionaries into this extensive field of labour. 

‘The two Berditchef proselytes, Meyersohn and Goldenburg, 
have likewise been received as assistant Missionaries on probation. 

During the course of the last sammer, Mr. Hoff took a jour- 
ney of nearly four hundred miles, in company with Mr. Meyer- 
soho, and Groswald, a young Jew who will be mentioned here- 
after. He speaks of Lublin, in particular, as a desirable place 
for a Missionary station, there being a population of about 
10,000 Jews. Mr. H. adds, that a persecution has been raised 
up there by the Jews, against those of their brethren who incline 
to search after the truth ; and that he found their behaviour, gen- 
erally, very different from what it had been on a former visit. 
Those young men (he says) who before visited them freely, came 
on the present occasion in fear; but he is inclined to think, not- 
withstanding, that, by a longer stay, a Missionary might do 
much good. He says five Jews there have lately been baptiz- 
ed in the Roman Catholic Church, and he considers their con- 
viction of the truth of Christianity to have been brought about 
chiefly by means of the books circulated by your Missionaries. 

‘The following remarks, made by Mr. Hoff, during the course 
of his tour, will corroborate the views of his brother Missiona- 
rles at Warsaw, as already related. 

“[ was much grieved at observing how wilfully the Jewish 
doctors pervert the clear meaning of the Word of God, by their 
sophistical comments. It is generally the case, that when the 
Jews are not silenced by reference to prophecy, they go home 
and refer to the commentaries of Rashi and others, which are 
bound up with the Jewish edition of the Hebrew Bible ; and thus 
the impression of the truth is weakened. It seems very necessa- 
ry, therefore, to consider the best means of affording them cor- 
rect views of the meaning of the Old Testament. This poor 
people seem to require, Ist a literal and plain translation 
of the Old Testament, for the Jewish translations are chiefly 
commentaries or paraphrases ; 2dly, they require to be instruct- 
ed in grammatical knowledge, for if they had this, many absur- 
dities would be acknowledged as such; 3dly, they require dis- 
sertations on the Old Testament, i in which night be given the 
right connection of the Old Testament, and the practical tenden- 
cy of the whole, according to the views of St. Paul, in the Epis- 

tle to the Hebrews. 
Thus your Committee have satisfactory evidence that you: 
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Missionaries in Poland are prosecuting their work in faith and 
patience. Their extended circulation of the Scriptures has, in- 
deed, in some measure, opened new prospects to them ; other- 
wise the journals of their transactions lay claim to little that 
could interest ordinary minds. Like the usual history of pure- 
ly ministerial labours, they are the record of “ line upon line, 
and precept upon precept.” Yet to the Christian, who delights 
to mark the gradual extension of the Redeemer’s kingdom, the 
means, however humble or insignificant, by which this is ac- 
complished, can never be otherwise than interesting. In this 
view, every step of the Missionary’s way acquires an interest and 
importance. 

Your Missionaries in Poland have not, however, been left 
without some more positive encouragement than any ‘which has 
been hitherto noticed. The followine * is an account of the ad- 
mission of a young Jew into the Christian Church by baptism, 
as given in a letter from Mr. M’Caul. 

* Warsaw, Jan. 4, 1827.—The young Jew from Berditchef 
has profited by the means of grace which he has here enjoyed, 
and has afforded us all much real pleasure. Being fully satis- 
fied with his advance in Christian knowledge, and having good 
reason to hope, from his walk and conversation, that he had 
some experience of its power in his heart, we determined to bap- 
tize him on St. Stephen’s day. The baptism accordingly took 
place at our afternoon service, in the Reformed Church, and be- 
fore a very large congregation. We could not distinguish Jews 
in the crowd, but heard afterwards that there were certainly some, 
besides several baptised Jews. Owing to the non-arrival of one 
of the sponsors, the baptism could not take place until after the 
conclusion of the evening prayers. ‘The sponsors were, their 
Excellencies General Fanshaw, Sen. Mrs General Knoring, and 
the Rev. Mr. Diehl. ‘There were present also, General Knor- 
ing, General Fanshaw, Jun., Mr. J. Fanshaw, and several Rus- 
sian officers. After the baptism Mr. Becker preached from the 
words of St. John, ‘In this was manifested the love of God to- 
wards us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the 
world, that we might live through him.’ We hope that the 
whole was accompanied by the blessing of the Lord, not only 
upon the conve rt and ourselves, but upon the numerous congre- 
gation present.” 

A subseque nt letter, dated Warsaw, March 1, 1827, gives a 
very interesting account of the baptisin of Christian Groswald, 
in the Reformed Church, on Sunday, Feb. 23, by Mr. Wendt. 
He had been on probation for some time, and had accompanied 
some of the Missionaries on a tour through part of Poland, as 
noticed above. Mr. Wendt’s narrative comprises a brief sketch 
of his previous life, as well as the circumstances which led to 
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his baptism, for which your Committee must refer you to the 
Appendix. He was examined at great length upon the princi- 
pal doctrines of Christianity. He answered the questions which 
were put to him to the satisfaction of all present, and quoted 
passages of Scripture in German and Hebrew for thie sake of 
the Jews. 

Mr. M’Caul writes in reference to this event— 

“[T must add, that the church was really crowded. There 
were from twenty to thirty Polish Jews, besides German Jews. 
When the baptism was going to take place, the Jews crowded 
up almost to the font, and according as Groswald quoted the 
various verses in Hebrew, whispered their remarks one to the 
other. Groswald’s step-brother was present in the front seat, 
and he said, ‘ Groswald is a new creature,’ so apparent is the 
change even to him. 

“ Yesterday,” Mr. M’Caul adds, “ we had a private commu- 
nion in the church for the proselytes. Some were prevented 
by business, and one by sickness, from coming, so that we had 
only five proselytes. We hope that this is a small beginning of 
great things.” 

Your Committee must here close their short sketch of the Mis- 
sionary proceedings in Poland, and proceed to lay before you 
some further details respecting other countries. 


Switzerlund and France. 


It was stated in your last Report, that your Missionary, the 
Rev. J. J. Banga, was stationed at Basle. Your committee, 
however, consented to bis permanent removal to Strasburg, ear- 
ly in the present year, in consequence of his own representa- 
tions, from which the following is an extract. 

* Considering how little good I am able to do at Basle, and 
how much more favourably T have been received at Strasburg, 
I feel a strong desire to remove entirely to the latter place. 
During my stay here, I found that with some acquaintance of 
the laws and circumstances, it is not so difficult to avoid the ob- 
structions I so much dreaded. On the other hand, I am not 
profited by the many advantages which Basle affords, since I 
find nearly every access to the Jews in the place blocked up. 
And even if there were any favourable dispositions among them, 
there could be found plenty of Christians here, ready to afford 
them every necessary instruction and assistance, without any 
concurrence of mine. But in Alsace the case is quite the re- 
verse ; there only Jesuits would care about them. In France I 
could also enjoy such perfect religious and even civil liberty, 
as no where in Germany, nor even in Switzerland. Certainly I 
shall regret to leave the pious friends, with whose conversation 
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J am blessed at Basle; however, the proper station of a Mis- 
sionary is not among the pious, but among the lost.” 

Your Committee would here mention a pleasing fact related 
by Mr. Banga, in his communitation of this period ; that a great 
number of copies of the Hebrew Old and New Te-taments had 
been circulated through 109 different Jewish communities in the 
heart of Germany, by the instrumentality of a venerable Chris- 
tian friend. 

Speaking of his departure from Basle and of his last exer- 
tions amongst the Jews of that place, he writes thus :— 

‘“* My last months at Basle were not entirely lost, though [ 
sanitiagathy observed the reluctance of the Jews to come near 
me. Even a dealer in old books, to whom I had been a pretty 
good customer, got out of the way whenever he saw me ata 
distance. I succeeded, notwithstanding, in dispersing some 
tracts, and selling about ‘three dozen of the Psalms and Prophets 
in Jewish German, at low prices. The Jews about Basle had 
learnt that such books were distributed by a Missionary at 
Strasburg, and they took occasion to deprecate the wares | of- 
ferred. ‘The extreme poverty of most of them, however, de- 
mands great consideration. 

“Mrs. Banga succeeded in obtaining access to one of the 
most respectable and most numerous of the Jewish families of 
Basle; she endeavoured to show them the danger of their self- 
righteous satisfaction in their own probity. She was always 
heard with kindness, and every time received a new invitation to 
repeat her visit; but she had no evidence that they received 
her testimony. One of the daughters evinced much attachment 
and friendship for her.” 

Mr. and Mrs. Banga being prevented leaving Basle so early 
as they expected, did not arrive at Strasburg until the 27th 
of June. At first Mr. Banga states, that he was repeatedly ac- 
costed by Jews, who recognised him, and promised to visit him. 
After some days, however, a change took place in their behaviour 
towards him, which he thus describes :— 

“| again went through the streets, and the place d’armes where 
the Jews are used to assemble, and expected to find some of them 
ready to engage in conversation with me, but they turned their 
backs, and got together, and began to talk ina hurried manner. 
When I came near them, they made way for me. The following 
days they did the same thing, and I also observed them mock- 
ing and laughing. One w ho sat ona threshold began to smile 
and to shake his head, as soon as I looked at him, and the stea- 
dier I looked, tue more he did it. [I am told that the Jews say, 
I had better go and convert the African savages, and that they 
threaten terribly. One Jew, to whom a card bad been given in 
a shop where [ had left some cards for that purpose, became fu- 
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rious, and could scarcely refrain from insulting the lady who had 
handed the card to him; a few days afterwards he died. I am 
inclined to think that the Superiors of the Jews of Strasburg 
have excited all this. Sometimes in a narrow street a Jew will 
speak to me, and promise to come to me at home, but scarcely 
once a weck does it happen that any one of them says a word to 
me in an open place ; and in the most sequestered corner none 
dares to stay with me more than a minute or two; and not one 
ventures to my lodging.” 

Your Commitiee are aware that this may seem a discouraging 
reception, but it is such asthe faithful servant of Christ is taught 
to expect ; and he ought not to be cast down nor disheartened 
from the zealous prosecution of his work, when he recollects 
that his Divine Master before him encountered far greater oppo- 
sition and persecution from the ancestors of the very same 
people. 

‘This unpromising state of things having continued for four 
weeks, Mr. Banga determined on a journey through the depart- 
ment of the upper Rhine, in which there are about fifty-seven 
towns or villages where Jews reside. 

At Bergheim there are 500 Jews, but, chiefly at the instiga- 
tion of their Rabbi, they declined all conference with your 
Missionary. 

At Rappoltsweiler Mr. Banga found a Jewish population of 
about 412 individuals. Here, at the very commencement of his 
labours, he was arrested on a charge of selling books without a 
license, although he had merely distributed them gratuitously, 
which he had been led to believe was perfectly consistent with 
the law of the country. After examination before the magistrate, 
le was sent in custody to Colmar, where he underwent a short 
imprisonment. On being set at liberty he returned to Strasburg. 

lt appears that your missionary is still unable to obtain any 
intercourse with the Jews of that neighbourhood. His report 
is certainly most unfavourable respecting the French Jews of 
Alsace. He says that the few laws which might improve their 
inoral and inte}lectual state are all evaded by them. 

in a letter dated Strasburg, March 28, 1827, he states that by 
the custom-laws he is prevented from maintaining efficient con- 
nections with Germany ; that the hostility of the “Jews does not 
abate ; and that-his opportunities of circulating Bibles and Tracts 
were greatly limited. He therefore requests leave to remove 
from Strasburg, either to his former station at Basle, or to some 
place in the Grand Duchy of Baden. Your Committee have 
consented to this measure, trusting that God will direct his ser- 
vant, and overrule all this opposition of Satan to his own glory, 
and the final benefit of his people Israel. 
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Mediterranean. 


Your Missionaries in this part of the world continue their la- 
bours under many discouraging circumstances, which serve to 
exercise their faith and patience. Yet your Committee are led 
to hope that a blessing, of which they themselves may never 
know the full extent, will ultimately follow their exertions. The 
means which they are enabled to employ, are in many respects 
different from those which are most profitably employed by many 
of your other Missionaries. ‘They are not able, inde ed, to es- 
tablish a public service expressly addressed to the Jews, and 
thus afford this peopie the advantages of regular C heieting min- 
istration, as at Posen and Warsaw. They have not the same 
providential openings for a general circulation of the Scriptures, 
as within the very important sphere of your Polish mission. They 
cannot, with your Missionaries at Hamburg, Posen, Dresden, or 
Madras, open schools for the Christian instruction of Jewish 
children, endeavouring to rescue the next generation from the 
blindness and obduracy which too generally characterize the 
present. 

These are important means, of ‘which, owing to local circum- 
stances, your Missionaries on the European shores of the Medi- 
terranean cannot at present avail themselves.. But means enough 
are left in their power, whereby, under God’s blessing, many of 
the descendants of his ancient people may be brought to a 
knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus. They may still be 
‘instant in season and out of season.” Your Committee trust 
that they are so. Asa proof of this, they would refer you to 
the journals which have already appeared i in the Expositor, and 
which contain much that is truly interesting. One of your Mis- 
sionaries has obtained access to a Jewish school, which he often 
visits, in the hope of leading the conductors of that institution 
to adopt plans of instruction, founded on a more strictly scrip- 
tural basis. On one occasion he thus writes :— 

“1 went to the Hebrew grammar school, to which I had been 
again invited. ‘The Jews received me very politely. Mr. M. 
sat next me. He isa very respectable person, with a manner 
kind and pre possessing. ‘He was proposing g grammatical ques- 
tions to the boys; and invited me to ask any question I pleased. 
I did not wish to appear anxious to take any part. In a few 
minutes, several Jews came and requested me to select some 
chapter for the boys to read, and to make some inquiries of a 
ecrammatical nature. I gave the first Psalm to be read. A little 
fellow, ten years old, re vad it first in Hebrew, and then in Italian. 
He afterwards read Psalm xxxii. Much harmony prevailed, and 
my present of the book as a reward of the annual examination, 
was mentioned io one or two strangers. I trust they have re- 
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ceived the impression I wished them to feel, viz. that we take a 
lively interest in their welfare. | trust the Jews will now begin to 
regard me asa friend. After the grammatical exercise, there was 
singing, which was conducted as on former occasions. I staid 
some time, and became acquainted with three or four other in- 
dividuals. At my departure, the master and other Jews assured 
ine, that they should feel obliged and pleased by my coming 
often, and bringing any friend with me. I shall avail myself of 
their invitation, and hope to propose questions upon something 
more important than grammar.” 

Your Missionaries have found schools established amongst the 
Jews, in several places which they have visited, and in some of 
them the children attain to considerable proficiency almost in 
every kind of knowledge, but that which is alone able to make 
them wise unto salvation. Where they can advance no further, 
your Committee are always glad of the opportunity of direct- 
ing the attention of the Jews, whether in the management of 
schools, or otherwise, to the simple study of their own sacred 
books. ‘They would not compromise the principles of your 
Society, or conceal their ultimate object, either from Jews or 
nominal Christians. Your Missionaries have been sent forth to 
preach Christ; but where they cannot be permitted to execute 
their commission to the full, they would indeed rejoice to see the 
Old Testament Scriptures in the hands of the Jews, divested of 
that mass of absurdity contained in their accredited commen- 
taries, which actually blot out the hght which they profess to 
render more clear. Christ is preached inthe Law, ahd in the 
Prophets, and in the Psalms. And it maybe said of modern Jews, 
as wellas of those in our Lord’s day, that if they had believed 
Moses, they would have believed Christ ; for he wrote of Christ. 

Besides visiting schools, and having daily intercourse with the 
Jews in private, your Missionaries have been much engaged in 
the translation and preparation of suitable tracts, which they have 
circulated to a great extent. On one occasion fifty copies of a 
Catechism of Jewish History were presented, for the use of a 
Jewish school, and were thankfully received for that purpose. 
In short, your Missionaries have been led to hope that they are 
gaining the confidence of the Jews, and that they will in future 
be able to obtain a more free access to them. They have al- 
ready extended their sphere of usefulness: they have obtained 

much accurate and important information respecting the moral 
and temporal condition of the Jews in the South of Europe ; 
Christian friends have been found to co-operate with them in 
districts which they themselves have not visited; copies of the 
Sacred Volume and of the Scriptural Tracts have, through their 
means, found their way amongst the Jews of the Barbary States 
on the opposite shores of the Mediterranean; and thus your 
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Committee hope that the precious seed has been sown, which will 
one day spring up in the full measure of a bounteous harvest, to 
the glory of Him who can alone give the increase. 

Your Committee forbear to add any further extracts. The 
pages of the Jewish Expositor will present you with much in- 
teresting information respecting the proceedings of your Mis- 
sionaries, and with incidental notices, from various sources, of the 
state of the Jews in several places which are named. In this 
way many instances have come to the knowledge of your Com- 
mittee of the oppressive treatinent to which Jews are still expos- 
ed in countries professedly Curistian. ‘I hese facts ought, indeed, 
to be taken into the account, when any reference is made to the 
opposition of the Jews to Christianity. Their prejudices against 
the Christian name have been but too well founded to be treated 
with contempt. They have grown up under the oppression of 
centuries ; and, humanly speaking, it is not surprising that they 
do not at once give way under the occasional kindnesses of a few 
late years. One friend, after relating a transaction of very recent 
occurrence, thus concludes his narrative :— 

“This happened about three month ago; and I am ashamed; 
I blush for the Christian name. Could | go and speak to a Jew 
under such degrading circumstances ? He would tell me I was 
a Christian !—Had 1 as many mouths as Hydra, such an answer 
from his lips would stop them all. Wo! wo! for offences, 
but they must come: wo for the scandal of the cross, when the 
scandal cometh not from the open enemy, but from the false 
professor, who presumes sacrilegiously to bear it !” 

Your Committee are well aware that your Missionaries on this 
station have a difficult part to act, and that they need an especial 
preparation of the Spirit of God, to enable them to unite the 
wisdom of the serpent with the simplicity and godly sincerity 
becoming the Gospel—to combine the exercise of a prudent 
discretion with the exhibition of that fervent zeal and undaunted 
boldness which mark the faithful soldiers of Christ. Your 
Committee would earnestly recommend them to your prayers. 


Malta. 


The Society at Malta still continues to render very efficient 
services to the cause in which it is embarked in common with 
your own, by the publication of Tracts in Italian and other lan- 

uages, for distribution amongst the Jews of that part of the 
world, chiefly at the expense of your Society. Dr C. Naudi, 
the Secretary of the Malta Society, continues to act as your 
depositary, your committee having found it very important to 
place there a considerable supply of Scriptures and Tracts, 
which are easily forwarded to any of the Mediterranean ports. 
During the last year, there has been a great demand for copies of 














174 Israel’s Advocate. 


the Old ‘Testament, especially amongst the Jews of the Levant. 

An unusual number of copies of the entire Scriptures have like- 
wisefbeen purchased. Dr. Naudi particularly mentions the pres- 
sing applications which he has had from Mr. Lowndes, of Corfu: 

from Mr. Nicolayson, your own Missionary at Beyrout; and 
from the Jews of Safet. In all these cases Hebrew Bibles were 
required for sale among the Jews; and Dr. Naudi makes a very 
earnest request for a further supply from your Committee, as, at 
the date of this letter, (Dec. 18, 1826,) he had only asmali num- 
ber left, and those were expected by an early opportunity to be 
shipped for Palestine. A large supply was immediately sent 
out. 

Your Committee having received many representations of the 
importance of publishing the Scriptures and Tracts in Spanish 
Hebrew, and having corresponded with the Malta Committee or 
the subject, are now taking measures to carry their recommen- 
dation into effect, by which means they hope to gain access to a 
very large division of the Jewish nation. 


Gi onstantinople. 


In your last Report it was stated, that a spirit of inquiry pre- 
vailed to a very considerable extent amongst the Jews of Con- 
stantinople, that a great number of copies of the Hebrew Old 
and New Testament had been actually purchased by them. The 
rabbies took the alarm, and in vain attempted to put a stop to 
the circulation of the sacred books, or to the discussions which 
were continually taking place on the subject of Christianity. It 
was likewise mentioned, that in this state of things, Mr. Wolff 
arrived at Constantinople, and found that several Jews, who had 
heard him at Jerusalem about two years before, but who then 
opposed and derided his doctrines, had come to Constantinople, 
and had disseminated the knowledge of Christianity among their 
brethren in that city. Fuller information has since been receiv- 
ed by your Committee. Indeed, the interesting occurrences 
which have taken place at C onstantinople, have become matter 
of very general notoriety. They bave been communicated to 
the Committee of the British and Foreign Bible Society, by the 
Rev. Mr. Leeves, their agent, and to the Committee of the Church 
Missionary Society, by their Missionary, the Rev. Mr. Hartley. 
Several facts have likewise appeared in the public prints of 
the day; and thus additional evidence has been furnished, from 
sources totally unconnected with any religious society w hatever. 

It appears ‘that Mr. Wolff was by no means aware of the re- 
sult, with which it had pleased God to bless his labours at Jeru- 
salem, until his arrival at Constantinople, when on presenting 
himself to the Rabbies assembled in their college for teaching the 
law, they imprecated curses upon his name and his memory. 
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On his inquiring the cause, he was told that he had been dissem- 
inating his errors at Jerusalem, and that certain Jews had written 
down his arguments, and had come to Constan tinople, where 
they had already turned away many of their brethren from the 
ancient faith. They informed him, that there were about three 
hundred Jews who were more or less affected with his errors. 
The zealous Missionary, rejoiced to receive such unexpected 
testimony to the power of the “soupel from the lips of unbe- 
lieving Jews, immediately replied, “I am delighted to hear it, 
and I hope that I shall soon add you to the number.’ 

He continued to preach the Gospel to his inquiring brethren, 
until his departure for England. Several applied to him for 
baptism, but at the recommendation of the British Ambassador, 
he declined complying with their earnest request, fearing lest, in 
the political excitement which then prevailed in Constantinople, 
his motives should be misconstrued, and he should be accused 
of improper interference with the subjects of the Ottoman 
Porte. 

Your Committee have reason to be thankful to God for the 
protection afforded his servant under many perilous circum- 
stances, and trust that if it be the Divine will, he may go forth 
again amongst his brethren in the East, and be made the means 
of bringing many more of them to the knowledge of Jesus Christ, 
as the only Saviour. 

Your Committee must refer you to the Jewish Expositor, to 
the Monthly Extracts of the British and Foreign Bible Society’s 
correspondence, and to the Missionary Register, for further de- 
tails respecting the Jews at Constantinople. ‘Shey subjoin an 
extract from a communication of the Rev. Mr. Leeves to one of 
your Secretaries, dated Dec. 27, 1826. 

‘*]T cannot close this letter without mentioning, that an im- 
portant event has taken place among the Jews of this capital. 
Several Jews had come to Mr. Hartley, of the Church Mission- 
ary Society, and myself, professing their belief in Christ, and 
desiring baptism. ‘This coming to the knowledge of the Jewish 
Rabbies, two of the number were seized, bastinadoed, and thrown 
into prison. Three others secreted themselves, and were bap- 
tised by Mr. Hartley. They were subsequently discovered, and 
the Jews demanded of the Porte the execution of one of them, 
which was refused by the Turks ; but they were all condemned to 
the bagnio for six months, with an Armenian in whose house they 
were found. Here they still are, and hitherto firmly maintain 
the faith which, under the view of death, they had boldly pro- 
fessed when brought before the Grand Vizier, and other authori- 
ties. Since they were in prison they have suffered much ill- 
treatment, stripes, &c. from the Turkish guards, whom the Jews 
bribed to use them ill, in the hope of shaking their constancy, 
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but in vain. 1 have used, and am using, every means to pro- 
cure them some alleviation; and by the interference of our 
Ambassador, the extraordinary persecution they were subject to, 
has been withdrawn from them, although they are still in chains, 
and labouring in the heavy work of the arsenal. ‘This affair has 
produced a strong sensation among all classes in this metropolis; 
and God grant that their patience may remain unshaken, and 
their suilering, like those of the Christians in early times, produce 
its eflect upou their brethren. This is a new thing in this capital, 
and we shall doubtless have great difficulties to encounter, even 
when these new Christian brethren are released, who must still 
expect to suffer persecution. May Providence lead us to such 
means as may ensure their safety, and leave the way open for 
others to join themselves to this little band. A youth of sixteen 
is one of the number, who shows great fortitude and zeal, and 
has resisted all the solicitations and tears of father, mother, and 
relations, to draw him away from his faith, with ofiers of money, 
clothes, and an immediate release from his fetters and prison. 
He told them, that Jesus Christ was now his father and mother, 
that he preferred his prison to all they could offer him, and that 
when they became Christians, he would acknowledge them as 
his relations. ‘This is the work of the Hebrew New Testament, 
not of human preaching.” 

Your Committee would trust, that whoever or whatever may 
have been the ineans, the work is of God. They desire to com- 
mend these new converts to Him who can alone give them strength 
to pass through the trial that awaits them. ‘They cannot but: 
rejoice in the intelligence which they have received, but they 
would rejoice with trembling. They would not rest the hopes 
of your Society upon the professions or the conduct of any man, 
but would look for encouragement only to the. word of an un- 
changeable God. At the same time, they think that the trying 
situation of these Jewish converts is such as to excite the liveliest 
interest in the minds of Christians, and to call forth their most 
earnest prayers, 

Your Committee are at this time anxiously looking out for a 
duly qualified Missionary—a man of warm piety and sound dis- 
cretion, whom they might send to Constantinople, to strengthen 
the hands of Jewish believers, and to prosecute the good work 
thus happily begun. 


(To be continued 


















